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(54) Tide: SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR RELIABLE KEY TRANSFER 
(57) Abstract 



A system for reliable transfer of 
the center's keys to users, comprising: 
(A) a system for secure transfer of the 
encryption keys between parties (2, 4, 4, 
4) located at separate locations; (B) means 
in the center for protecting the transactions 
using a public key method (21); (C) means 
for reliable key dissemination, comprising 
one or more additional key pairs at the 
center (23, 25); (D) means for generating 
or receiving a new key pair (291); (E) 
means for preparing announcements of a 
new public key for one of the key pairs 
(292). A method for reliable transfer of 
the center's key to users, comprising the 
steps of: (A) The center creates a new 
key pair (291); (B) a message is prepared 
at the center (292); (C) a plurality of 
secure messages are prepared from the 
message prepared in step (B); (D) the 
secure messages are collected into an 
which is sent to users. 
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System and Method for Reliable Key Transfer 

Technical Field 

The invention concerns systems for reliable transfer of the encryption key 
and, in particular, to such systems which include means for recovery in case 
the private key of the center is compromised. 

Background Art 

Heretofore, various systems and methods were used to allow secure 
communications between parties located at locations separate from each 
other. 

Secure communications involve the use of encryption, usually with a pair of 
public/private key. Throughout the present disclosure, the terms "private 
key" and "secret key" are used interchangeably, and are assumed to have the 
same meaning. 

As global communications over the Internet or other means become more 

and more an essential element in business, science and all aspects of 

modern life, secure communications between remote parties gain in importance. 

For parties located at separate locations from each other, there is the problem of 
secure transfer of the encryption keys. There is also the problem of authentication, 
that is for each party to a communication session to prove their identity to the other 
party. 
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Solutions to these problems in prior art involve the use of a center as 
intermediary between parties. The center either is involved in each 
transaction between parties, or issues "certificates", that is each 
party receives a data package attesting to their identity, encryption 
keys and related information, all encrypted or signed with the private 
(secret) key of the center. These applications use a "trusted center" . 

Providers and users of these centers and certificates acknowledge that 
compromising the private key of the center is a "catastrophe" , that the 
result is a complete collapse of the system. 

If the private key of the center is compromised, then nobody can trust 
nobody else. Neither the users nor the center can be trusted anymore. 

Another field involving secure communications is between a center and 
users, for example between a software manufacturer and its customers. 
The manufacturer may access the customers to send an update to a 
software package sold to that user, or a fix for a bug. 

In either case, it is important that the user ensure the identity of the manufacturer. 
Otherwise, a malicious impostor may use the system to disseminate viruses, for 
example. 

The authentication of the manufacturer and the reliability of the link may be based 
on a public/private key system. 

Here, again, there is the question of the security of the manufacturer's private key. 
If that key is compromised, then the whole system collapses, and the manufacturer 
de facto loses contact with their customers. 
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It is a common assumption that the private key is very secure, and will 
take a very long time to break. That very long time, however, is a 
statistical result, the expected mean time; any single attempt, however, 
can succeed in breaking the key, since there is a finite nonzero 
probability for that, although the probability is low. It is possible 
that the key is compromised through bad luck or a a human error. 

If the private key of the center was compromised, then it must be 
changed. This is required to achieve secure communications with users. 
It may be advantageous to change the center's private key on a regular 
basis, for example each year. This makes it more difficult to break 
that key and, in case the key is compromised, to limit the damage done. 

One should take into account that, once it is decided to change the keys 
of the center, the implementation may not be simple. One reason is that, 
if the key is compromised, then users cannot distinguish anymore between 
the center and an impostor. 

An impostor may issue false certificates or otherwise act in ways 
detrimental to the center and/or the users. 

The center cannot assert both that its key is compromised (therefore the 
center cannot be trusted anymore) and at the same time ask users to 
accept its new key, (thus asking users to trust the center, despite its 
compromised key). 

The two statements are contradictory and, logically, do not allow a 
reliable change of the center's keys in the event they were compromised. 
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Thus, when the private Key of the center is compromised, then a secure 
link with users cannot be established anymore, therefore a new key 
cannot be safely distributed. This is a vicious circle. 

A method for encryption key dissemination to achieve a secure link between 
users at separate locations was disclosed in another application by the 
present inventor. The method is based on certificates issued by encryption 
key dissemination centers, with the centers being organized in a 
hierarchical, tree-like structure. Whereas the method supports encryption 
key dissemination between users who use the same hierarchical structure or 
tree, the method cannot be used between two users who each uses a different 
tree. 

In a scenario where users are organized in separate groups, each group 
having its distinct hierarchy for certificate issuing centers, it may be 
desirable to have the capability to combine two tree structures into one, 
that is to allow the users of two separate trees to exchange certificates 
with each other. This would require a drastic change in the keys of the centers, 
which is difficult to implement. 

It is an objective of the present invention to address the situation 
where the private key of the center was compromised or there are other 
reasons that demand a change of the center's encryption key pair. 
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Disclosure of Invention 

It is an object of the present invention to provide a system and method 

for secure communications using a public/private key with means for recovery 

in case the private key of the center is compromised. 

This object is achieved by means for recovery in case the private key of the 

center is compromised as disclosed in claim 1 . 

In accordance with the invention, the object is basically accomplished by 
providing means, located in the center and in the users' facilities, for 
secure dissemination of a new center's public key. 

These means use not a single public/private key pair, but three key pairs. 
A first private key is stored in the center, with its corresponding public 
keys being stored in the center and also disseminated to all users. 

The second and third private keys may be stored in a secure location 
related to the center, with their corresponding public keys being stored 
in the center and also with the users. Otherwise, all the keys may be 
stored in the center. 

It is another object of the invention to achieve a system which is more 
secure and flexible than system that use a single encryption key pair. 
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The object is basically achieved with a method using a plurality of encryption key 
pairs. A first public/private key pair is used for daily activities, that is for 
communication between users and the center, and between users and 
themselves. 

A second and a third key pairs are used to allow a secure replacement of 
any of the keys of the center. It is also possible to use these keys 
in lieu of the first key for data encryption. 

A further object of the invention is to allow for effective and secure dissemination of 
a new center's key. 

The object is achieved with a method for the dissemination of a new center's 
key, wherein the center issues "certificates" or "announcements" disclosing 
the new public key, and uses the second and third private keys to attest as 
to the authenticity of these ''certificates" or "announcements" . Each user 
employs a majority check, that is a verification that the new key 
announcement is correctly attested by two known keys (the second and third 
key). Where there is a doubt regarding which key was changed, a majority 
check can clearly indicate that. For a majority check, a minimum of three 
key pairs should be used. If more than three key pairs are used, their 
number should be preferably odd. 

Moreover, the announcement includes a declaration of each of the three 
keys, each backed by the other keys, that is a total of 6 announcements. 
This comprises the first stags of new key dissemination, including 
communications between the center and certain users. 
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Another object of the invention is to reduce the workload on the center 
which is required to send a message to each and every user in the system. 

The object is achieved using a two-stage method, wherein during a first 
stage the center sends messages to part of the users, and a second stage 
wherein the message is communicated between users. In this second stage 
which includes communications between users and themselves, as each user 
with an updated certificate communicates with an user still holding the old 
certificate, the information relating to the new key of the center is 
transferred from the first user to the latter. 

The method for a new key dissemination includes the three key pairs and 
adequate procedures in the center and at users' facilities, to enable 
automatic dissemination of the new key, supporting both the first and second 
stage of new a key. Thus, a secure, fast, efficient and easy dissemination 
of a new key is accomplished. User's intervention is not required. 

The abovementioned system and method accomplish the secure dissemination 
of a new key for center, ano thus achieve the recovery from the 
situation where the center's private key was compromised. 

Moreover, the above system and method allow the center's key to be 
changed anytime there is doubt regarding the security of the key, or as 
a routine precautionary method, at predefined time intervals. 
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A method for encryption key dissemination is based on certificates issued by 
encryption key dissemination centers, with the centers being organized in a 
hierarchical, tree-like structure. A multiple-key method is disclosed that 
allows two separate trees to be combined into one structure to achieve 
overall certificate compatibility among users pertaining to the two separate 
trees. 



Further objects, advantages and other features of the present inventionwill 
become obvious to those skilled in the art upon reading the disclosure set forth 
hereinafter. 



Brief Description of Drawings 

The invention will now be described by way of example and with reference to 
the accompanying drawings in which: 

Fig. 1 details the structure of a system including means for secure dissemination of 
new key. 

Fig. 2 illustrates the structure of an user certificate with new key announcement 
attached thereto. 
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Fig. 3 details the possible types of transactions between users, during the new key 
dissemination stage. 

Modes for Carrying out the Invention 

A preferred embodiment of tne present invention will now be described by 
way of example and with reference to the accompanying drawings. 

Fig. 1 details the structure of a system including means for secure 
dissemination of new key, including a center 2, the backup facility 3, 
and a plurality of users 4. 

The system and method in the present invention use as a component therein a 
public key encryption method as known in the art. The public key method is 
based on an encryption key pair including a public key and a corresponding 
private (secret) key. Messages encrypted with the known public key can be 
decrypted with the secret ksy. Thus, although anyone can encrypt a message 
for a user X using their known public key, nobody can decrypt the message 
except that user X, since only user X holds the secret key corresponding to 
the public known key. The user X may be a user in the system or the key 
distribution center 2. 

Center 2 normally uses a key pair comprising a secret key 22 and a 
corresponding public key 21 . All the users in the system know the center's 
public key 21 and can send encrypted messages to center 2, with the messages 
being encrypted with public key 21 . 
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Only center 2 can decrypt these messages, however, since only center 2 holds the 
secret key 22 corresponding to public key 21 . 

Similarly, center 2 can send to users messages encrypted with the secret key 
22. This serves as a center's signature or authentication of the message, 
since any user can decrypt the message with the center's public key 21 , 
however any user is aware that only center 2 could encrypt the message with 
their private key 22 so that it can be decrypted with key 21 . 

The above is a description of prior art methods using an encryption key pair 
in a public encryption scheme. The following description relates to novel 
aspects of the present invention, relating to the use of additional 
encryption key pairs (23, 24) , (25, 26) and of a backup facility 3. 

It is advantageous to use three key pairs, since this allows the recipient 
to use a majority check to indicate which key was changed, according to 
methods to be detailed below. 

In another embodimeni, more than three keys may be used, in which case an 
odd number of keys should be used to allow a clear majority decision. 
Although the following disclosure refers to a three key pair system, it is 
understood that the method and system in the present disclosure can be 
adapted for a larger number of key pairs, without departing from the scope 
and spirit of the present invention. 

For a general case where N key pairs are used, the decision threshold is 
INT((N-1)/2). For example, if N= 6 then up to 2 keys in a message may be 
simultaneously in error. 
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The actual number of key pairs used may be decided by each organization, 
according to the desired level of safety/security, that is the number of 
keys it is expected may be simultaneously compromised. For example, if it is 
estimated that just a single Key will be compromised, then three key pairs 
are enough. The other two keys are used in a majority vote to indicate a 
change in that key. If it is estimated that two keys may be compromised 
simultaneously, then a system with five key pairs should be used, so that 
the uncompromised three- keys still will achieve a majority vote to allow the 
update of the two keys to be updated. 

An advantage of the above method is its flexibility, which allows to achieve 
any desired level of security. 

There is a backup link 53, between center 2 and backup facility 3, to 
allow use of the second secret key SK2 (24) and the third secret key 
SK3 (26) when a change of center's key is required. The method 
used in this case is disclosed below. Link 53 may be fixed or temporary, 
only to be established when necessary. For example, a telephone or wireless 
link is established when it is required to read a key from backup 
facility 3. In another embodiment, a storage means for the keys may be 
manually brought to the center 2, for example a diskette or a CD-ROM. 

The backup facility 3 is optional. In another embodiment of the invention, 
all the keys are stored in center 2, using appropriate means to protect the 
private keys 22, 24 and 26. 
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Such protection means may include, for example, a storage means for the keys like 
a diskette or a CD-ROM. These storage means may be kept in a safe at center 2, 
to be safe and available when needed. 

The novel system and method assumes that, although one private key may be 
compromised, the other private keys are secure and can be used for center 
recovery, as detailed below. 

The above considerations relating to the protection of the private keys 
are applicable to the description of all key processing and transfer 
operations, throughout the present disclosure. 

The center link 52, between center 2 and users 4, is used to issue certificates to 
users, as well as for the direct dissemination of a new key from center 2. 

The users link 54, between users and themselves, is used for encrypted 
communications as well as for the exchange of certificates between users 4. 
The abovementioned links 52, 53, 54 may include digital communication 
links as known in the art, including but not limited to telephone lines, 
the Internet, local area nets, wireless links or a combination thereof. 

There are several encryption keys at center 2, as follows: 

A. a first public key 21 , used for regular work at center, as required; 

B. a first secret key 22, used to prepare encrypted certificates which 
are issued to users 4. 
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C. a second public key 23 and third public key 25, used for a new key 
dissemination only, according to the methods disclosed below. 

All the keys used in the system may be stored at a backup facility 3: 
the first public key 21 , first secret key 22, second public key 23 and 
third public key 25 are identical to the corresponding keys at center 2. 

The second secret key 24 and the third secret key 26 are used for 

the dissemination of a new key, when a new key pair is generated at 

center 2. It is also possible to use second and third private keys 24, 26 to sign or 

encrypt messages or certificate, as decided by the system operator. The keys may 

be used interchangeably if it was decided to do so. 

It is possible to store all the keys at center 2. In a preferred 
embodiment of the present invention, however, a method is disclosed 
where the keys used to facilitate the dissemination of a new center key 
are stored at a separate location. This is preferred since, should there 
be a factor to compromise the first secret key SK1 (22) at center 2, the 
other secret keys will remain protected because of their separate location. 

The keys stored at each user's facility 4 include: 

A. a first public key 21 , is used for regular communication with center 2 
and other users 4; 

B. a second public key 23 and third public key 25, are used for receiving a 
new key from center 2. 
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Actually, each of the keys 21 , 23 or 25 at the user's facility can be 
updated according to the present invention, based on the other two keys. 
The user receives an announcement regarding a change in one of the 
keys 21 , 23, 25 , signed by the other two keys. This is a solid base to 
accept the new key announcement and update the storage accordingly. 

Thus, means are included, in the center and in the users' facilities, 
for secure replacement of the communication keys with the center. 

In the exemplified embodiment as presented, there are three key pairs 
(21 , 22) . (23, 24) and (25,26). 

Other embodiments include a different number of key pairs, preferably 
an odd number. An odd number is useful to reach a correct decision when 
more than one key is compromised or changed, or some of the data becomes 
corrupted. For a general case where N key pairs are used, the decision 
threshold is INT((N-1)/2). 

Center 2 further includes means 291 (Key Pair Setting Means KPSM) for 
setting up a new key pair a\ the center 2. Means 29 may include means for 
generating a new key pair, or means for receiving a new key pair from 
another location, using secure communication means. In any case, the new key 
pair thus set up will comprise a new private key and a new public key for 
the center 2. 

Center 2 includes means 292 for preparing an announcement of a new public 
key for center 2, the Announcement Preparation Means (APM). 
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The announcement includes one or more copies of a message disclosing the new 
public key. The number of copies of the message equals the number of additional 
key pairs for reliable key dissemination, and each copy of the message is 
encrypted or signed with the private key of one or more of the additional key pairs. 

Furthermore, center 2 includes communication means 293 (CM) for transferring 
the announcements to users 4 in the system. The announcement may include the 
new public key together with additional optional information as detailed in 
the present disclosure. 

A method for changing a key pair at center 2 will now be detailed with 
reference to Fig. 1 . 

Method 1 - Changing th e key at center 2 

A. The Key Pair Setting Means 291 (KPSM) at center 2 is activated to 
set up a new key pair. Thus center 2 creates a new key pair for the key 
to be changed. For example, if the first key is to be changed, then the 
new key pair would include a new public key PK1' and a new private 
(secret) key SK1' . Otherwise, a key pair may be independently generated 
and sent to the center; 

B. the new key pair (PK1' SK1') is optionally stored at the backup 
facility 3; 
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C. the Announcement Preparation Means (APM) 292 at center 2 is activated 
to prepare an announcement or message announcing that the first public 
key was changed, and the new value for the first public key PK1'. In 
general, the message includes an indication as to which key pair was 
changed, and the new value of the public key for that key pair; 

D. a plurality of secure messages are prepared from the message 
prepared in step (C), wherein each secure message is prepared by a 
procedure of encryption or a digital signature of said message with one 
of the secret keys SK2, SK3 pertaining to said key pairs in the center. 

In one embodiment, a secure message is prepared, where the message 
prepared in step (C) is encrypted with each of the secret keys SK2, SK3, 
to create two versions of the message. 

In another embodiment, the message may be left unchanged, and made secure 
with digital signatures which are prepared and added to the message. Each 
signature includes a hash of the message, encrypted with one of the 
private keys; 

E. the secure messages or message with digital signatures are collected 
into a new key announcement, which is sent to users 4 using the 
communication means 293 (CM) located at center 2. 

F. users 4 each decrypts thd announcement, where in the present example 
the two message decrypt OK since the known key was used; 
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G. since two independent copies of the message, that is copies that were 
signed with two independent keys, decrypt OK, the user 4 accepts the 
message as true and updates their records with the new value of the first 
public key PKf for center 2. 
End of method. 

Thus, the second and third key pairs are used to allow a secure replacement of the 
first key pair at the center. Accordingly, any two keys can be used to perform a 
change in the third key. 

The center 2 issues "announcements" disclosing the new public key, and 
uses the private keys to attest as to the authenticity of these 
"announcements" . Each user 4 employs a majority check, that is a 
verification that the new key announcement is correctly attested by two 
of the known keys of center 2. 

Although the above example illustrates the method for changing the first 

key pair at center 2 and announcing that to users 4, it is to be 

understood that the same method can be also used to change other key pairs 

at center 2. In any case, two copies of the message will decrypt OK and 

will be identical to each other, thus reliably indicating a change in the 

third key (that is, the chance that two independent messages using different 

keys will give identical results for the third key is practically zero, 

unless the two messages indicate a true change of the third key). 

Thus, the three key system and method allow to securely transfer the 

information regarding an encryption key change to users 4. 
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The present invention is not limited to the change of just one key pair at a 
time; several key pairs may be changed simultaneously. The method may be 
used when all the keys are believed secure, and there are other reasons to 
perform that key update. 

The method comprises the following steps: 

A. The Key Pair Setting Means 291 (KPSM) at center 2 is activated to 
set up a plurality of new key pairs. Thus, center 2 creates new key pairs 

for the keys to be changed. For example, three key pairs are generated in a 
three key system to simultaneously replace all the keys there. 

B. the new key pairs are optionally stored at the backup facility 3; 

C. the Announcement Preparation Means (APM) 292 at center 2 is activated 
to prepare an announcement or message announcing that the public 

keys were changed, and the new value for the public keys PK1' , PK2 etc. In 
general, the message includes an indication as to which key pairs were 
changed, and the new value of the public keys for each key pair. 
Alternately, a message may include a list of all the public keys after the 
changes performed. 

D. a plurality of secure messages are prepared from the message 
prepared in step (C), wheroin each secure message is prepared by a 
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procedure of encryption or a digital signature of said message with one 
of the secret keys SK1 , SK2, SK3 etc. pertaining to said key pairs in the 
center. An encryption with the old secret keys is performed, that is using 
the keys as used before step (A) above, the keys known to users in the system. 

E. the secure messages or message with digital signatures are collected 
into a new key announcement, which is sent to users 4 using the 
communication means 293 (CM) located at center 2. 

F. users 4 each decrypts the announcement using the known decryption keys, 
where in the present example all the message decrypt OK since the known keys 
were used; 

G. since several independent copies of the message, that is copies that were 
signed with independent keys, decrypt OK, the user 4 accepts the 
message as true and updates their records with the new value of the 
public keys for center 2. 

End of method. 



In another embodiment of the invention, in step (D) the message is 
not encrypted, but signea with the private keys of center 2. A digital 
signature includes the computation of a hash, or a group of bytes from 
the message. 
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That hash is then encrypted with the private key as desired, and attached to the 
message. Thus, anyone can read the message, and can later, if necessary, verify 
its reliability by computing i\ hash and comparing with the signature, after the 
signature is decrypted using the public key. 

Throughout the present disclosure, where encryption is used to attest as 
to the truth of a message, the above hash signature method may be used 
in lieu of the encryption. 

In a preferred embodiment, the message prepared in step (D) in Method 1 
includes: 

1 . the first public key of center 2 

2. the second public key 

3. the third public key 

4. a hash of items (1+2+3) above, encrypted with the first private key of 
center 2 

5. a hash of items (1+2+3) above, encrypted with the second private key 
of center 2 

6. a hash of items (1+2+3) above, encrypted with the third private key 
of center 2 . 

Alternately, items 4, 5 and 5 may include each the items (1+2+3) above, 
encrypted with the appropriate private key. 

The above message forms a certificate indicating the updated public keys 
of center 2. to be disseminated to users. 
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A user, upon receiving the above certificate, decrypts with each of the 
known public keys of center 2, to verify the signatures for the message. 
Each message or hash that compares OK is tagged as such. If the number of 
signatures that are OK exceeds a threshold (2 out of 3, for example), then 
the message in the ceitificate is accepted by the user as valid, and the 
keys therein are used to indicate the updated keys for center 2. 

If the key of the center was changed, it may be necessary for users to 
change their certificates, so as to be encrypted with the new key of the 
center. The three key system and method can be used to reliably notify the 
users in the system that the center encryption key was changed, so that a 
certificate update may be necessary. 

Such a notification may be impossible to send in prior art systems, where 
the compromise of the center's key is considered a complete disaster. After 
such a disaster the center cannot be trusted anymore, so its notices may not 
be accepted by users. Moreover, in existing systems the center should 
contact each and every user to try to notify them, a very difficult task in 
a worldwide network with millions of users. 

Thus, the present invention provides secure means for communicating between 
a key distribution center and users in the system, even when a center's key 
becomes compromised. These secure communication means may be 
advantageously used to disseminate a new key to users and to allow the update of 
user's certificates. 
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in still another embodiment of the invention, in step (D) there are 
created six messages, which include statements regarding all the public 
keys of center 2, each endorsed with the private keys of the other 
pairs. 

Thus, the messages in the announcement are (for a three key embodiment): 

Message #1= Sk2 ( Center ID, Pu1) 
Message #2= Sk3 ( Center »D, Pu1) 
Message #3= Sk1 ( Center ID, Pu2) 
Message #4= Sk3 ( Center 'D, Pu2) 
Message #5= Sk1 ( Center ID, Pu3) 
Message #6= Sk2 ( Center ID. Pu3) 

Thus, Message #1 includes information identifying the center 2, with the 
public key #1 , all encrypted with the secret key #2. 
Message #2 includes information identifying the center 2, with the 
public key #1 , all encrypted with the secret key #3. The same method is 
applied on a circularly cyclic order, to the other keys. 

If there are more than three key pairs, then there are more than six messages, 
using the same method. Similar methods will become apparent as well. 

Each user, upon receiving these or similar messages, will try to 
decrypt them all with the known keys. A majority vote decision may be 
implemented, with the unchanged keys being used to attest to the changed 
key. Thus, the message relating to the key change will be accepted by the users. 
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An announcement from center 2 may include either information on the key 
which was changed, or a declaration as to the valid keys at the center 
at present. In the former case, the users change the key accordingly. 
In the latter case, the users compare the key values at center with the 
keys at the user facility, and update what is necessary. 



The messages may include a signature with the corresponding keys, in lieu of the 
encryption, as follows: 



Message #1= Center ID,.Pu1, 
Message #2= Center ID, Pu 1 , 
Message #3= Center ID, Pu2, 
Message #4= Center ID, Pu2, 
Message #5= Center ID, Pu3, 
Message #6= Center ID, Pu3, 



Sk2 (Hash ( Center ID, Pu1)) 
Sk3 (Hash ( Center ID, Pu1)) 
Sk1 (Hash ( Center ID, Pu2)) 
Sk3 (Hash ( Center ID, Pu2)) 
Sk1 (Hash ( Center ID, Pu3)) 
Sk2 (Hash ( Center ID, Pu3)) 



Thus, for example, Message #1 includes the Center identification and the 
public key #1 without encryption, and also a digital signature 
comprising a hash of the above message, with the hash being encrypted 
with the private key #2. Similarly, message #2 includes the Center 
identification and the public key #1 without encryption, and also a digital 
signature comprising a hash of the above message, with the hash being 
encrypted with the private key #3. 

Thus, the public key #1 is attested to with the other two keys at the center. 
Similarly, the Messages #3 to #6 are used to attest for the public keys 
#2 and #3, each with the remaining two keys. 
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In another embodiment of the invention, only two announcements are 
included, with signatures using each of the unchanged keys: 

Message #1= Center ID, Pu1, Sk2 (Hash ( Center ID, Pu1)) 
Message #2= Center ID, Pu1, Sk3 (Hash ( Center ID, Pu1)) 

Thus, the announcement regarding the new value of key #1 is attested by 
the signature with key #2 and #3 each on the hash of the announcement. 
The rational for this implementation is that the three presently used 
keys are known to all tha users, and there is no real need to again 
disseminate them. Onl/ the messages relating to a new key bring real 
information to users (something which is not known as yet) and justify a 
message dissemination process. 

In still another embodiment of the invention, only one announcement is included, 
with attached signatures using each of the keys: 

Message #1= Center ID. Pu1, Sk2 (Hash ( Center ID, Pu1)), 
Sk3 (Hash ( Center ID, Pu1)) 

Thus, the announcement regarding the new value of key #1 is attested by 
the signature with key #2 and #3 each on the hash of the announcement. 

The use of signatures allows a faster, more efficient of the message at 
the user's facility. Thus, when an announcement is received, then the 
keys information is evaluated, to check whether a key was changed. 
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If not, there is no need for further processing. If the announcement 
indicates that a key was changed, then the signature is processed 
(decrypted) to ensure the announcement is legitimate. 

It may be necessary for the center to change a second key only a short 
time after the first key was changed, that is before the change of the 
first key was updated with all the users. To cope with such a situation, 
each announcement of a koy change may include the issue date or a serial 
number. Each user, when receiving more than one announcement of a key 
change from center, will arrange these announcements in their order of 
issuance and will perform the key change in the required order. 

The above method allows to securely convey information regarding a new 
key to users, however a large effort on the part of center 2 is 
required, since center 2 has to contact all the users of that system. 
Atypical system may include millions of users, widely dispersed, 
possibly on a worldwide scale. Thus, direct key transfer from 
center 2 to each and every user 4 may be difficult. 

This problem is addressed in the present invention with the disclosure 

of an automatic method for spreading the information on a new key directly 

between users 4 , after the process is initiated by center 2. 

Thus, the abovedetailed announcements from center to users comprise just 
the first stage of a two-stacje key dissemination method, herein disclosed. 
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Fig. 2 illustrates a nev/, two- stage method, wherein a new type of user 
certificate is used. The certificate or announcement 7 includes three 
copies of a message regarding the key which was changed, each message 
being signed or encrypted with one of the private keys of the center: 

Message 71 encrypted A/ith the first private key ; 
Message 72 encrypted with the second private key ; 
Message 73 encrypted with the third private key . 

Note: Although all the possible messages 71 , 72 and 73 were illustrated 

for clarity, it is only necessary to include two messages in the announcement, that 

is the messages encrypted or signed with the unchanged private keys. 

In another embodiment of the invention, a certificate includes statements regarding 
each of the public keys at the center 2, where for each key the statement is signed 
with the private key of the other pairs. For three key pairs, there would be 6 copies 
of the message, as detailed above. 

The certificate may be distributed as a routine, all the time, or following a key 
change at the center. The center 2 issues certificates 6 with new key 
announcement 7 attached thereto. 

Center 2 issues the above announcements regarding the new key pair to only 
part of the users 4, preferably a small part of all the users' population. 

The above is the first stage of a new key dissemination method. 
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The second stage invoives direct communications between users 4, wherein 
the new center key is transferred between users and themselves. 
Since the number of direct transactions between users is so much larger 
than the number of transactions with the center, the second stage will 
accomplish the bulk of the new key dissemination workload, without 
requiring center's intervention. Thus, there is no danger that the 
center may collapse or be overworked during the new key distribution. 

One should take into account that the user's certificates have to be 
updated, and therefore a certain effort on the part of the center 2 
will be required. This, however, can be performed in a secure way, and 
the workload can be distributed among the various centers in a network. 

Following is a disclosure of examples of methods which can be used for 
the new key dissemination using the two-stage method, and with a plurality 
of key pairs, of which one pair is used for regular communications and the 
other key pairs are used for key changes. 

Method 2 - Preparation of an announcement for a new kev J 

A. Prepare message including: the new public key J, an indication that a 
key was changed and as to which of the N key pairs was changed (that is, 
key J) and optional additional information; 
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B. compose the announcement, to include N copies of the message in 
step (A) above, wherein N is the number of key pairs, each copy 
including the above message, encrypted with one of the private key of the 
N key pairs. 

For the key pair J which was changed, use the new secret key J for 
encryption; 

C. attach the above announcement to the new certificate being sent to 
each user. 

End of method. 



Method 3 - Handling of a new key announcement b y recipients/users 

A. Recipient will decrypt all the copies of the message, each with 
its corresponding public key. All the copies will decrypt OK, except 
that encrypted with the new key J, which is unknown as yet to recipient; 

B. recipient will compare the decrypted messages, and conclude that the 
majority thereof tally OK. For three keys, there will be two messages 
which decrypt OK, that is those with the keys which remain unchanged; 

C. since two out of three messages were decrypted and are identical, 
then recipient accepts the message as true. 

In that case, the contents of the message is interpreted and acted 
on, that is the recipient accepts a new tentative value for the new 
public key J; 
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D. recipient now tries again to decrypt copy J of the announcement (the 
copy which did not decrypt because the old key J was used), this time 
using the new tentative public key J as received; 

E. if the result is OK, that is the decryption was successful and the 
decrypted copy is identical to the other copies decrypted in stage 
(A) above, then new public key J is accepted as true, and the 
records at recipient are updated with the new public key J; 

F. (optional) if the result is not OK, then sender is notified that the 
announcement is not acceptable. 

End of method. 

1 . The method allows for periodical change of all keys, for example on a 
rotary basis. This preserves the security of the system, since a small 
effort at prevention may greatly increase the difficulty of breaking the 
key of the center. 

2. any numbers of keys can be used, preferably an odd number. Then any 
of the keys can be changed anytime at center's discretion, using an 
announcement signed by the other keys. The announcement includes several 
copies of the key change message, each signed (encrypted with the 
private key) of one of the other key pairs. 
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A user/recipient will decrypt these messages, and will compare them . 
If N out of M messages tally up (are identical) with M the total 
messages and N a predefined threshold, for example M/2. then the request 
for key change will be hone red, otherwise the request will be rejected. 

Thus, the abovedetailed methods enable automatic dissemination of the 
new key, supporting bovh the first and second stage of new a key. Thus, 
a secure, fast, efficient and easy dissemination of a new key is 
accomplished. User's intervention is not required. 

By providing for the secure dissemination of a new center's key, the 
novel methods in the present invention can be used to perform a recovery 
from a situation where the center's private key was compromised. 

Moreover, the above system and method allow the center's key to be 
changed anytime there is doubt regarding the security of the key, or as 
a routine precautionary method, at predefined time intervals or as decided. 
Thus, a flexible and powerful private key protection scheme is implemented 
using the system and method in the present disclosure. 



A method for encryption key dissemination is based on certificates issued by 
encryption key dissemination centers, with the centers being organized in a 
hierarchical, tree-like structure. 




lining key 
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A multiple-key method is disclosed that allows two separate trees to be combined 
into one structure to achieve overall certificate compatibility among users pertaining 
to the two separate trees. In one embodiment of the invention, the center of a first 
tree is updated to be compatible with the center of a second tree. 

The method comprises the following steps: 

A. Both certificate issuing hierarchies or trees have a multiple-key 
structure as detailed above For example, each key issuing center has three 
key pairs. The users in each tree know the public keys for all the key pairs 
there. 

B. The keys in the highest level center of the first tree are changed, to 
the values of the corresponding keys in the center of the second tree. 
For example, in a three key pair system, the first public key PKA1 is 
changed to the value of the first key PKB1 in the other tree, the second 
public key PKA2 is changed to the value of PKB2, and PKA3 is changed to 
PKB3. The change may be implemented as detailed above, in the method for 
simultaneous change of several keys. 

C. The highest level center in the first tree issues certificates to the 
centers one level lower in the hierarchy, including the information relating 
to the new keys. 

End of method. 
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The result of the above method is that now users in the two trees can 
exchange encryption keys with each other, since the two trees are based on 
public keys that are identical at the highest level. This is equivalent to a 
situation where the two separate centers are replaced with one common center 
at the highest level, so that the two separate trees become one united tree. 

The above method may be advantageously used when two firms or networks unite 
and there is a need to achieve compatibility and interoperability among all 
the users of the two original firms or networks. 

In another embodiment of the method, the two highest level centers in the 
two trees are replaced with a third center which is to replace the two 
centers in the united tree. The new center is issued several new key 
pairs, which are to be used throughout the new united tree. 
The centers in the next level (one level below the highest) are issued 
certificates indicating the new public keys of the new center. The result is 
that the new center effectively replaces the two existing centers, and the 
common center unites the two trees into one combined structure. 

Fig. 3 details the possible- types of transactions between users, during 
the second stage of the new key dissemination process. The diffusion of 
the new key informatior; among users is mainly random, as users contact 
each other for their own purposes to perform desired transactions 
therebetween, without a prior knowledge of the most up-to-date information 
regarding the keys at center 2. 
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Part of the initial transaction between users is an exchange of certificates from 
center 2, that is certificates including key update information as prepared in Step 
(D) of Method 1 above. The exchange between users results in a transfer of the 
information regarding the new key for center 2, as detailed below. 

There are two types of users: Each user may be initiated, that is having the 

new key of the center, cr uninitiated, that is having the old key. 

There are also two parties to a communication session: the caller and the 

respondent. 

Thus, in all there are four types of transactions as illustrated in Fig. 3: 

1. Uninitiated caller - Uninitiated respondent 

2. Initiated caller - Uninitiated respondent 

3. Uninitiated caller - Initiated respondent 

4. Initiated caller - Initiated respondent 

For each of the four possible types of transactions, the following 
corresponding method details an example of handling the initiation stage of 
the communication session, to allow dissemination of the new center's key. 
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Method 4 - Type 1 transaction 

The following transaction occurs between an uninitiated caller and an 
uninitiated respondent: 

A. Caller identifies itself with the old certificate, using old center's key; 

B. Respondent identifies itself in return, secure link is established. 

The users perform a communication session, without being aware that the 
key may be compromised and is in the stage of being replaced. 
End of method. 

Both users, prior to the present transaction, had no contact with the center after a 
new key was introduced there, and no contact with an initiated user. This type of 
transaction is temporary, until the news of the new key spread to at least one of 
these users. Then a different transaction will take place, as detailed in Methods 2 
to 4 below. 




The following transaction occurs between an initiated caller and an uninitiated 
respondent: 

A. Caller identifies itself with the new certificate, using new center key; 
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B. Respondent cannot read the certificate presented by caller, since they use the 
old key; 

C. Respondent reads the announcement attached to certificate from 
caller, decrypts the first part of the message therein using PK2, and 

also decrypts the second part of the message using PK3. If the messages 
are identical, then new key PK1 ' is accepted as true, and the records at 
respondent are updated accordingly. Continue (jump to) either step (D) or (E) 
below, since there are two possible continuations of the method; 

D. Respondent continues present transaction using new key for center. It 
decrypts certificate from caller, answers, establishes link. END. 

This step may be used if caller and respondent consider this not a high 
security session. The certificate may not be updated because the key was 
changed. 

or: 

E. Respondent connects center, using new public key PK1' , and asks for 
new certificate, encrypted with new private key SK1' . Center sends the 
certificate, together with announcement attached; 

F. Respondent connects the previous caller, can identify itself with new 
certificate and perform secure session, Type 4 as detailed below. 

End of method. 
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Result: news of new center's key was transferred to another user. 
Any user contacted by an initiated user will update their records, with 
the new center's key, and will ask new certificate for themselves. 



The following transaction occurs between an uninitiated caller and an initiated 
respondent: 

A. Caller identifies itself with the old certificate, using old center's key; 

B. Respondent cannot decrypt the certificate with the new center's key PK1' . 
Respondent recognizes the certificate uses the old key, and notifies the 

caller accordingly. Respondent sends its new certificate, with the announcement 
regarding the new center's key. 

C. Caller reads the announcement attached to certificate from respondent, decrypts 
the first part of the message therein using PK2, and also decrypts the second part 
of the message using PK3. 

If the messages are identical, then new key PK1' is accepted as true, and the 
records at caller are updated accordingly. 

Continue (jump to) either step (D) or (E) below, since there are two possible 
continuations of the method; 
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D. Caller continues present transaction using new key for center. It decrypts 
certificate from respondent, answers, establishes link. END. 

This step may be used if caller and respondent consider this not a high 
security session, or: 

E. Caller connects center, using new public key PK1 1 , and asks for 
new certificate, encrypted vvith new private key SK1' . Center sends the 
certificate, together with announcement attached; 

F. Caller connects again the previous recipient, can identify itself 

with new certificate and perform secure session, Type 4 as detailed below. 
End of method. 



The following transaction occurs between an initiated caller and an 
initiated respondent: 

A. Caller identifies itself with the new certificate, using new center key; 

B. Respondent decrypts the* certificate with the new center's key PK1 ' . 
Respondent recognizes and accepts the certificate thus presented; 




C. Respondent sends its own new certificate, to establish their identity. 
Thus respondent identifies itself in return, and a secure link is established. 
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No key update is necessary at either party; both have the new key, which 
was acquired independently by each party; 

D. The users perform a secure communication session, with the new center 
key and new certificates. 
End of method. 

Various embodiments of the system and method pertaining to the present 
disclosure are possible, without departing from the scope and spirit of the 
invention. 

For example, in the above embodiment there are three key pairs. 
It may be possible to use only two key pairs, with only two new key 
announcement. In that case, each announcement relates to one public key, 
signed or encrypted with the private of the second key. 

In this case, however, if there is disagreement between the two announcements, 
the user could not decide which announcement to accept as true. 

Thus, it appears that three keys is a minimal practical embodiment. 
Three keys allow the user to decide which statement to believe, based on 
a majority vote method - if two announcements present the same key, then 
they are true. 

Other embodiments may include a larger number of key pairs, that is 4, 5 
or more. 
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Preferably an odd number of key pairs should be used, so that a majority 
vote will always render a definite value. 

Any key at center may be changed as often as desired. An announcement 
is sent to user, where two keys attest for the correctness of the third. 

It will be recognized that the foregoing is but one example of an apparatus and 
method within the scope of the present invention and that various modifications will 
occur to those skilled in the art upon reading the disclosure set forth hereinbefore. 
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Claims 

1 . In a system using a center for secure distribution of encryption keys, 
certificates and/or permits to users located at separate locations using a 
public/private key pair, means for changing the encryption key pair 
comprising: 

(A) means for storing the encryption key pair together with two or more 
additional encryption key pairs; 

(B) means for setting up a new key pair that comprises a new private key 
and a corresponding public key for said center; 

(C) means for preparing an announcement of said new public key for 
said center, wherein said announcement includes one or more copies of a 
message disclosing said new public key, with the number of said 
message equals the number of additional key pairs for reliable 

key dissemination, and each copy of said message is encrypted or signed 
with the private key of one or more of said additional key pairs; and 

(D) communication means for transferring said announcement, including 
said new public key, to said parties or to others who communicate with said 
center. 

2. The means for changing the encryption key pair according to claim 1 , 
wherein users and parties to the secure distribution of encryption keys, 
certificates and/or permits further include means for storing the public 
keys for the additional key pairs. 
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3. The means for recovery in case the private key of the center is 
compromised according to claim 1, wherein said center is either involved 
in each transaction between said parties or issues certificates attesting 
to the public key of each of said parties. 

4. The means for recovery in case the private key of the center is compromised 
according to claim 3. wherein said center further includes means for protecting said 
transactions and/or said certificates using a public key encryption method, wherein 
said method uses a public/private key pair with the public key known to said parties 
and the private key known only to said center. 

5. A system for reliable transfer of the center's key to users, comprising: 

(A) a system for secure tsansfer of the encryption keys between 
parties located at separate locations, including a center which is 
either involved in each uansaction between said parties or issues 
certificates attesting to the public key of each of said parties; 

(B) means in said center for protecting said transactions and/or said 
certificates using a public key encryption method, wherein said method 
uses a public/private key pair with the public key known to said parties 
and the private key known only to said center; 

(C) means for reliable key dissemination, comprising one or more 
additional key pairs at said center, with the public keys corresponding 
to said key pairs being Known to said parties; 

(D) means for generating or receiving a new key pair, comprising a 
new private key and a new public key, to replace any of said key pairs 
at said center; and 
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(E) means at said center for preparing announcements of a new 
public key for one of said key pairs, wherein said announcement includes 
one or more copies of a message disclosing said new public key, wherein 
the number of said message equals the number of additional key pairs for 
reliable key dissemination, and each copy of said message is encrypted 
or signed with the private key of one of said key pairs. 

6. The system for reliable transfer of the center's key to users 
according to claim 5, wherein the messages in the announcement relating 
to the new public key for one key pair are encrypted with all the 

private keys pertaining to all the key pairs, except the key 
corresponding to the pair which was changed and is being disclosed in 
said announcement. 

7. A method for reliable transfer of the center's key to users, wherein 
said center stores a plurality of encryption key pairs, comprising the 
steps of: 

(A) The center creates one or several new key pairs for the keys 
to be changed; 

(B) a message is prepared at the center, announcing the updated public keys; 

(C) a plurality of secure messages are prepared from the message 
prepared in step (B), wherein each secure message is prepared by a 
procedure of a digital signature or encryption of said message with one 
of the secret keys pertaining to said key pairs in the center; and 

(D) the secure messages are collected into a new key announcement, which is 
made available to users. 
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8. The method for reliable transfer of the center's key to users 
according to claim 7, wherein the public keys corresponding to said 
key pairs at center are made available to user prior to said new key 
generation and dissemination. 

9. The method for reliable transfer of the center's key to users 
according to claim 7, wherein said center includes a key pair for 
regular use and two additional key pairs used during a new key 
dissemination process, and wherein in step (C) there are prepared six 
secure messages or six digital signatures, each using one of the key 
pairs which was not changed. 

10. The method for reliable transfer of the center's key to users 
according to claim 7, wherein said message in step (B) further including 
data to identify said center. 

1 1 . The method for reliable transfer of the center's key to users 
according to claim 7, wherein said secret keys are stored in a backup facility. 

12. The method for reliable transfer of the center's key to users 
according to claim 7, wherein in step (A) all the key pairs are set to 

values corresponding to trie keys in a second center and wherein the method 
is used to combine the users of the center with the users of the second 
center so as to achieve compatibility between all the users. 
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13. A method for reliable transfer of the center's key to users, wherein 
said center stores a plurality of encryption key pairs, comprising the 
steps of: 

(A) Said center creates one or more new key pairs for the keys to be changed; 

(B) a message is prepared at the center, including the updated values 
of the public keys in the center; 

(C) a hash of the message prepared in step (B) is computed; 

(D) a plurality of signatures are prepared from the hash computed in 
step (C), wherein each signature is prepared by a procedure of 
encryption of said hash with one of the secret keys pertaining to said 
key pairs in the center; and 

(E) the message prepared in step (B) and the signatures prepared in 
step (D) are collected into <?. new key announcement, which is made 
available to users. 

14. The method for reliable transfer of the center's key to users according to 
claim 13, wherein in step (D) the encryption is performed with the secret keys 
prior to the keys update. 

15. The method for reliable transfer of the center's key to users 
according to claim 13, wherein in step (A) all the key pairs are set to 
values corresponding to th* keys in a second center and wherein the method 
is used to combine the users of the center with the users of the second 
center so as to achieve compatibility between all the users. 
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